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"I used to think the top environmental problems 
were biodiversity loss, ecosystem collapse and 
climate change.

I thought that with 30 years of good science, 
we could address these problems. 

But I was wrong.

The top environmental problems are selfishness, greed and apathy…. 
and to deal with those we need a spiritual and cultural transformation.

And we scientists don’t know how to do that."
2013, Gus Speth



How companies see the climate crisis



✓Shock them (just a bit) and raise awareness
✓Show the potential business benefits
✓Build trust and relationship
➢ Propose a tailor-made Green IT strategy
➢ Or work on a specific initiative

✓Bonus: join a non-competitive network

So how to convince them ?



Simple example: websites



2,59g CO2e 

x 18,32 million views per month

= 47,4 Tonnes CO2e per month

* Average car: 127g CO2/km

373.600 km/month

12.400 km/day

That's only for 1 homepage! 
No video or article viewed yet
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GREEN IT IS STRATEGIC



A UNIQUE NETWORK OF EXPERTISE

https://collectif.greenit.fr/

French Green IT 
community

European associations (IT providers)

Energy, environment 
and sustainable development

Circular IT 
in Belgium 
and Europe

Belgian universities



Resistance to 

change
Internal communication

Senior management

Externalisation of IT services
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Is IT a core activity
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Green IT coordinator

Imbed in 

day-to-day
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Measure first, define strategy after

Marketing

Internal champions

Success / failure factors





ACTIONS TO TAKE – some examples

EXTEND LIFE OF EQUIPMENT
Only buy if needed, reconditioned material first

Responsible purchasing policy, repairability
Avoid large screens and connected objects

ECO-DESIGN YOUR SERVICES
Focus on sobriety to enable longer use of 

equipment and energy efficiency
Avoid obsolescence of users' equipment

ENERGY & CONSUMABLES
Renewable energy, switch off equipment at night, 

review printing, educate end-users and IT staff

RECONDITION i.o. RECYCLE
Re-use is more environmentally 

friendly than recycling

DECOMMISSION
Get rid of unused services, re-use equipment

Minimise footprint, maximise productivity

AVOID WEEE TRAFFICKING
Collect your waste via certified partners (full chain)

Facilitate re-use & reconditioning

AS BUYER/USER AS PROVIDER



Institut du numérique responsable



Institute for Sustainable IT
isit-fr.org

isit-be.org

isit-ch.org

…

isit-eu.org

= institutnr.org



If you ever
feel useless, 
just remember
that Bing's
top searched word
is Google.

Move forward and never despair !



LINKEDIN

EMAIL

PHONE

linkedin.com/company/greenitbelgium

info@greenitbelgium.be

+32.4.74.99.00.01

JOHN F. KENNEDY

IF NOT US, WHO ?
IF NOT NOW, WHEN ?

info@isit-be.org

https://www.linkedin.com/company/greenitbelgium
mailto:info@greenitbelgium.be
mailto:info@isit-be.org

